148       SHERMAN'S HOME LETTERS
[TO MRS. SHERMAN]

"BANKING HOUSE OF LUCAS, TURNER & Co.,
"No. 12 Wall Street, New York.

"July 29, 1857.

"... I know no position in life so unenviable as one of
fame not deserved, of position not merited, and like most
persons I think I occupy that most unenviable post.
As we begin to draw to a settlement I feel what has been
a nightmare to me for years, that the causes which have
led to the bankruptcy of all we lived amongst has been
telling on the business subject to my control. Of course
we did not break. We held high reputation among men,
but who can tell the secret sorrows of the most pleased
looking man who walks the highway ? Of all lives on
earth a banker's is the worst, and no wonder they are
specially debarred all chances of heaven. Bound at
any and every moment to produce the very dollar de-
posited, compelled to keep up an expensive outshow,
and yet compelled to lend the money on chance, and
depending on that chance for profit! I can only,
therefore, now say that, as I long feared, as we draw
our California affairs to a close I fear our profits, if any,
will be small, and first of all I will be in debt to the
house for whatever I used over and above the stated
income, $6,000 a year. What this will be I cannot now
foretell, but I feel certain it will be something. Several
officers sent money to me to invest and I did so. I
fear the utter depression in California is such that I
cannot get that money in at once, and they are asking
me for it, and appearances must in my position be             ami now at lite 1^1                our
